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SACRED HEART STATUE 


This statue, ornate in appearance, has a receptacle at the base for 
a Vigil Light Glass, which makes it convenient and attractive for home 
devotions. One statue (13 inches in height), one Ruby Glass and one 
dozen Vigil Lights will be sent, postage paid, on receipt of $2.50. 


“ 
wa Please Order From: 


WILL. & BAUMER CANDLE CO., Inc. 
162 N. Franklin Street, Chicago, Ill. 





“(yp Daily Contemplation’ 
By Rev. Leo Pyzalski, C.SS.R. 


HIS precious little manual shows a practical way of converting all 
the moments of our life and activity into prayer and contempla- 
tion —- into pure love of God. It suggests the most proper ejacu- 

lations and affections, oral prayers and internal elevations to God, 
so as to enable souls to converse almost incessantly with God in the 
spirit of tender, childlike love, in spite of daily occupations, troubles 
and distractions. —- A true treasure, not only for souls consecrated to 
God, but for all faithful Christians who aspire to a true love of God. 


Prayer book size, 325 pages. Price: Single copies, $1.20; in quantities of 
6 or more, $1.00 (Available also in Polish.) 


Order From: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Mo. 


Church Fabrics 


Cloth of Gold Gold Brocades 
Silk Damask Brocades 
Woven Emblems and Satin Orphreys to Match 


Immediate deliveries. 


All liturgically correct as to design and color. 
THOMAS A. BLAKE 


“House of Ecclesiastical Materials” 
366 Fifth Avenue, New York 1, N. Y. 








TABERNACLE AND PURGATORY 


Printed and published monthly in English and in German by the 
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri, under the 
supervision of a Benedictine Father. 

Subscription Price: $1.00 per year, or $2.00 for three years. 
Foreign countries: $1.25 per year, or $2.50 for three years. 

Entered as second-class matter March 19, 1907, at the post office 
at Clyde, Missouri, under the Act of Congress of March 3, 1879. Ac- 
ceptance for mailing at special rate of postage provided for in section 
1103, Act of October 3, 1917, authorized July 17, 1918. 




















PREMIUMS 


For ONE Subscription 
Choice of any ten-cent booklet listed on inside back cover. OR:— 
Packet of Assorted Bookmarks — Attractively printed, with en- 
couraging verses, sayings of the saints and spiritual thoughts, which 
will please your friends when enclosed in letters. 


For TWO Subscriptions 


The Treasures of the Mass — An excellent explanation of the 
prayers, ceremonies and symbolism of Holy Mass. A convert says of 
it: “It is so clearly presented, beautifully illustrated and .so Divinely, 
yet humanly expressed, that it makes our Blessed Lord so close in Mass 
one can almost hear Him breathing on the altar.” OR:— 

Picture of Pope Pius XII — A beautiful likeness of His Holiness, 
lithographed in contrasting colors and mounted on a red backing. 10 


x 13 inches. 
For THREE Subscriptions 


Gems from the Liturgy for the Feasts of Our Lord — Two booklets, 
comprising a treasury of liturgical prayers and sacred Scripture texts, 
which the user will find most inspiring when preparing for the major 
feasts and seasons of the Church year. OR:— 

Life of Sister M. Fortunata Viti — An interesting biography of a 
Benedictine religious of Veroli, Italy, whose holy life has merited the 
introduction of the cause of her beatification, and whose intercession 
has obtained many striking favors for those who have invoked he:. OR: 

“I Pray the Mass’ — A splendid Sunday Missal, with clear type 
in red and black. 448 pages, Black durotex binding. 


For FIVE Subscriptions 
Sacred Heart Library — A set of seven booklets which offer many 
helpful suggestions on how to practice devotion to the Sacred Heart 
of Jesus, and which contain many beautiful reflections and prayers: OR: 
Free Subscription — A one-year subscription to “‘Tabernacle and 
Purgatory,’’ free. 





NOTE: Those who avail themselves of the reduced rate of 3 years for 
$2.00 are entitled to only ONE premium offered for 1 sub- 
scription. Please mention premium desired. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 





Holy Mass, the Greatest Consolation of the Poor Souls 


The most powerful means to secure the release of the poor souls 
from purgatory is the holy Sacrifice of the Mass. As once on the 
Cross, so now on the altar the Divine Victim pleads for mercy and 
forgiveness and blots out the stains of sin by His Precious Blood. 
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A monthly periodical devoted to the Most Blessed Sacrament and the consolation 
of the Poor Souls. Price, $1.00; Canada, $1.25. 
Published with ecclesiastical approbation and with the Blessing of Pope Pius XII. 


Vol. 41 February, 1946 No. 10 








ihe Seast of Holy Lights 


Savior, expressive of His mission on earth, is that of “Light 
of the World.” This title has no less a sanction than 
' that of Christ Himself, who solemnly and publicly de- 
clared before a large assembly of people: “I am the 

P Light of the World. He who follows Me does not walk 
in the darkness, but will have the light of life” (John viii. 12). Fre- 
quent reference is made to this sublime and significant title and office 
of our Savior both in the Scriptures and in the liturgy of the Church. 
Our holy Mother the Church pays special homage to it on the feast of 
the Presentation of Our Lord in the Temple (February 2), also known 
as the feast of the Purification, and as Candlemas Day, on account of 
the blessing and distribution of candles and the procession which forms 
a part of the liturgical celebration. Fittingly St. Gregory calls this 
day the “Feast of the Holy Lights.” Light is the dominant theme of 
the prayers used in the blessing of the candles and during the proces- 
sion, and also permeates the Mass of the feast. 

Immediately before the Mass, the candles to be used during the 
ensuing year in the churches and in the homes of the faithful are 
blessed with inspiring prayers which breathe a spirit of joy and praise. 
This is one of the three solemn blessings of the Church year — the 
other two being the blessing of ashes and that of palms. Three of the 
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prayers of this blessing are addressed to Almighty God, the Father of 
Lights, and the other two to Christ, the Light of the World. The 
candles represent Christ Himself, the wax signifying His virginal flesh, 
and the flame His Divinity. 

The light is referred to in the liturgical prayers as standing for 
the grace and gifts of the Holy Spirit. This light has a twofold office: 
first, to enable us to recognize the God of heaven and earth in the little 
Babe offered in the Temple, and second, to illumine our hearts so that 
they may be able to discern what is pleasing to God and profitable 
for our salvation. This light is the light of Faith which we receive 
in holy baptism. An ancient calendar informs us that this feast was 
formerly the day on which baptism was solemnly administered. This 
was indeed fitting, for a striking comparison may be made between 
our baptism, when we were offered and consecrated to God, and the 
presentation of Christ in the Temple. It was in this mystery that our 
Savior first offered Himself publicly to His Heavenly Father as a 
victim for the world’s redemption, by the ministry of Mary and Joseph 
and holy Simeon. On the day of our baptism we too were carried 
to the church and were sanctified as victims to God. After exorcising 
the evil spirt, who held sway over our soul because of original sin, the 
priest took possession of us in God’s name, laying his hand upon our 
head and making the Sign of the Cross on our brow and breast. Then 
he anointed us with the holy oils and poured the saving waters of 
baptism over our forehead, thus consecrating us as living temples of 
God and making us sharers in the priesthood of Christ and victims 
like Him. 

But our oblation could not have been well pleasing to God — 
could never, in fact, have been made at all — if Jesus had not been 
offered first, and if He had not offered us at the same time that He 
offered Himself. For in this mystery, as later on Calvary where His 
Sacrifice was consummated, Jesus offered not only Himself to His 
Heavenly Father, but offered us in Himself and with Himself. 


Sanctified to be sacrifices with Jesus and like Jesus at the begin- 
ning of our lives, should not we, like Him, be victims, dedicated to 
the honor and glory of God and to the accomplishment of His all-holy 
will? Each one of us, too, by reason of our vocation as Christians, 
should be a “light” to the world, which is shrouded in the darkness of 
unbelief and sin. Following in the footsteps of our Divine Light-bearer, 
we too should be bearers of light, shedding the rays of our faith every- 
where so as to lead souls to Christ. Into how many sin-darkened hearts, 
into how many souls laden with care and sorrow, oppressed with grief 
and harrassed by temptations, may we not shed the light of Christian 
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faith, and its two companion virtues, hope and love? Oh, then let 
us strive to dispel the darkness of paganism and unbelief with the 
radiant beams of faith, and to set on fire with Divine love hearts grown 
cold and indifferent toward God and the things of the soul. We can 
perform no greater work of Catholic Action than this. 

And let us, also, on this feast, renew the holy vows of our baptism, 
and resolve to keep them with new fervor and fidelity. For, as St. 
Francis de Sales says: “The Feast of the Purification has no octave; 
it should continue all our lives.” 





The Evils of Bad Reading 
By Pius XII 
Seesiees ioe 

The twentieth century has seen a tremendous growth in the field 
of the Catholic Press. Parallel to this growth, there has also been an 
increase and a spreading everywhere of the poisonous products of a 
bad press. It is an undeniable and sad fact that today well-meaning 
and otherwise good people allow themselves to be deceived, poisoned 
and corrupted by this impious and immoral reading. Our present Holy 
Father, Pope Pius XII, like his illustrious predecessors, has not ceased 
to raise his voice in protest against the evils of a corrupted press and 
to plead for the support of Catholic publications. Since February is 
Catholic Press Month and is also dedicated to family life, it is a most 
fitting time to put before our readers the following words of our Holy 
Father.on the evils of bad reading, which were addressed to a group 
of newlyweds received in an audience by him. 


HEN a boy temporarily leaves his family for a summer 
camp in the mountains or at the seashore, his father would 
think it superfluous to say to him, ‘My dear son, do not 
carry a snake in your little bag, and if you should see one 
in your walks, be careful not to pick it up to examine it.’ 
None the less, Our paternal love dictates that We give 

a good counsel of this sort. In Our audience last Wednesday We 
spoke briefly on the usefulness of good reading; today We warn you 
of the dangers of bad reading, dangers against which the Church has 
never ceased to raise her voice; yet in spite of this, not a few Christians 
refuse to acknowledge, or dispute, the seriousness of the dangers. 
“You should, therefore, be persuaded that there are bad books, 
books that are bad for everyone, like those poisons against which no 
one can claim immunity. Just as in man the flesh is subject to weakness 
and the spirit to rebellion, so for each person such books constitute 
a danger. 
“The Acts of the Apostles relate how, during St. Paul’s preach- 
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ing in Ephesus, many of those who had followed vain and superstitious 
practices brought their books and burned them publicly. Calculating 
the value of these writings on magic which had been reduced to ashes, 
it was found that it amounted to fifty thousand pieces of silver (Acts, 
xix. 19). 





Pope Pius XII, the Vicar of Christ Crucified, pleads in His Name for the salvation 
; of souls. 


“Since then, in the course of the centuries, the Roman Pontiffs 
have held it their duty to have published a catalog or Jndex of books 
whose reading is forbidden to the faithful, drawing attention at the 
same time that many others, though not expressly named, fall under the 
same ban because they are dangers to faith and morals. Who could be 
surprised at such a prohibition on the part of those who are the guard- 
ians of the spiritual welfare of the faithful? Does not civil society 
adopt wise laws and prophylactic measures to prevent domestic and 
industrial harm through toxic substances, and to regulate the sale and 
use of poisons, particularly the more dangerous ones? 

“If we remind you now of Our serious duty it is because of the 
spread of the evil, made possible by the ever-growing production of 
the press, and by the right that many attribute to themselves of reading 
everything. Now there can be no right to read everything, just as 
there is no right to eat and drink everything that may be at hand, such 
as cocaine and prussic acid. 

“Dear newlyweds, these paternal admonitions are addressed par- 
ticularly to you. You are, most of you, at an age and in a position 
where your minds are all the more pleased with romantic stories, since 
your desires sometimes find satisfaction in imaginary happiness, and 
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the crudeness of reality is lessened by the pleasure of dreams. It is 
assuredly not forbidden you to enjoy the charm of pure and wholesome 
human affection; Sacred Scripture itself offers such scenes which for 
centuries preserved their idyllic freshness. Such are the meeting be- 
tween Jacob and Rachel (Gen. xxix. 9-12) ; the espousals of the young 
Tobias (Tob. vii) ; the story of Ruth (Ruth iii). And there have been 
very gifted authors who have written good and wholesome romances, 
among them Manzoni. But alongside of these pure blossoms in the 
vast field of imaginative creations, what a rank growth of poisonous 
plants! And all too frequently these latter, because more accessible 
and showy, are the ones that are picked and smelled because of their 
sharp, intoxicating perfume. 

“*T am no longer a child,’ a young lady will exclaim, ‘and I know 
life, and have therefore the wish and the right to know it still better.’ 
But does not the poor little girl realize that her talk is like that of 
Eve when confronted with the forbidden fruit? And does she think 
that to know, love, and enjoy life it is necessary to investigate all its 
abuses and ugliness? ‘I am no longer a child,’ the young man will 
say, ‘and at my age sensual descriptions and voluptuous scenes have 
no effect.’ Is he sure? If it should be true, it would be an indication 
of an unconscious perversion, the result of bad reading already in- 
dulged. It was in this manner, according to some historians, that 
Mithridates, king of Pontus, cultivated poisonous herbs, prepared 
poisons and experimented upon himself with them to accustom himself 
to their venom; hence we have the noun ‘mithridatism.’ But do not 
think, young men and women, that if you allow yourselves to be led 
into reading, probably in secret, unwholesome books, that their poison 
will have no effect upon you. Fear, rather, that the effect, because it 
is not immediate, will be the more insidious. 

“There is in the tropical portions of Africa a species of insect 
known as the tsetse fly, whose bite does not cause immediate death, but 
simply a passing local irritation; but it inoculates the blood with the 
deleterious trypanosoma and when the symptoms of the evil show clear- 
ly, it is sometimes too late for medical aid. Similarly the impure 
images and harmful thoughts produced in you by a bad book seem to 
enter your mind without, as one would say, producing a sensible wound. 
You will then easily repeat the act and you will pay no attention to 
the fact that through the windows of your eyes death enters into the 
home of your soul (cf. Jer. ix. 21). If you do not react quickly and 
firmly, your soul, like a body stupefied by ‘sleeping sickness,’ will 
fall languidly into mortal sin and enmity with God. 

“The danger of bad reading is, under some aspects even worse 
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than that of evil companions, because it can make itself more traitor- 
ously familiar. How many girls or young women, alone in their rooms 
with a popular book, allow it to tell them crudely about things they 
would not allow anyone to speak of in their presence, or allow it to 
describe for them scenes they would not for all the world want to enact 
themselves nor of which they would want to be the victims. Alas! 
they are preparing themselves to be such on the morrow! 


“Other Christian men and women. who have followed the straight 
path from childhood, later complain of a sudden increase of tempta- 
tions before which they feel themselves progressively weaker. Perhaps 
if they would examine their consciences honestly they would find that 
they have read a sensual romance, paged through an immodest magazine, 
looked upon bad pictures. Poor souls, can they sincerely and logically 
complain that a wave of filth threatens to engulf them, while they 
themselves have opened the dikes of ‘a poisoned ocean? 

“Furthermore, my dear newlyweds, since you are planning now 
for your future and you ask, among other Divine favors, the blessing 
of fruitfulness upon your union, reflect that the souls of your children 
will be a reflection of your own. You are surely resolved to bring 
them up in a Christian manner and to teach them none but good prin- 
ciples. It is an excellent resolution, but will it always be sufficient? 
Alas! It sometimes happens that Christian parents, who have taken 
many precautions for the rearing of a son or daughter, who have kept 
them away from dangerous pleasure and bad companions, suddenly 
find them, at eighteen or twenty, become victims of a sad or even 
scandalous fall. The good seed they had sown was ruined by the 
cockle. Who was the inimicus homo, ‘the enemy’ who did this evil? 
In the home itself, in that little paradise, the wily tempter stole in, 
and he found there, picked and ready to place into those innocent 
hands, the corrupting fruit: a book carelessly left upon the father’s 
desk which undermined the son’s baptismal faith; a novel forgotten 
upon the sofa or on the mother’s dressing table which has sullied in 
the daughter the purity of her First Communion. It is too bad that the 
evil, which is discovered with alarm, is so much the more difficult to 
heal, as the spot made on the brightness of a virginal soul is the harder 
to remove. 

“Alongside the writings that teach impiety and bad morals, We 
cannot omit to mention those others that spread and foment hatred. 
A lie, abominable before the eyes of God, is detested by every just 
man (cf. Prov. vi. 16, 17; xiii. 5), and it is even worse when it spreads 
calumny and sows discord between brethren (cf. Prov. vi. 19). As 
some anonymous maniac, whose pen, dipped in gall and filth, shakes 
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the happiness of domestic life and the solidarity of the family, so a 
certain press has set for itself the task of destroying among the great 
family of nations the fraternal relationships between the children of 
the same Heavenly Father. This work of hatred is sometimes carried 
out by means of books, but more often through newspapers. 

“A publicist who is conscious of his mission and his responsibility 
feels it his duty to correct any error he may have spread. He is re- 
sponsible to the thousands of readers upon whom his writings may make 
an impression. He must not destroy in them nor tear down about them 
the sacred heritage of emancipating truth and peaceful charity which 
nineteen centuries of Christianity have laboriously brought the human 
race. It has been said that the tongue has slain more men than the 
sword (cf. Ecclus. xxviii. 22). In the same manner untruthful litera- 
ture can become no less murderous than tanks or bombs. 

“The Gospel of the Transfiguration of the Lord which we read 
yesterday at Mass relates how the Divine Master, to reveal His glory 
to the three loved Apostles, began by drawing them apart from others 
and taking them with Him to the top of a high mountain (Mark ix. 1). 
If you wish your home also to be favored with God’s blessings, to be 
favored by the special protection of His Heart, by the graces of peace 
and union promised to those who honor Him, separate yourselves from 
the crowd by rejecting perverse and reprehensible publications. Seek- 
ing the good in this as in all things, habitually living under the eye of 
God and in the observance of His laws, you will make of your home 
an intimate Thabor, where the miasma of the lowland will not reach 
you, and where you can say with St. Peter, ‘Master, it is good foy us 
to be here!’ (Mark ix. 4).” 


eel 


For the first time in my life I happened on a copy of Tabernacle 
and Purgatory. The spiritual contents of this booklet made me wish 
that this or similar booklets had been in my home from childhood. How 
different my life would have been compared to what I made of it! 
Henceforth I shall make it my duty to spread the faith by sending my 
copy to my friends. Surely someone will be awakened. 

Miss E,. M, Moore, New York City 


It is an excellent religious magazine, full of spiritual thoughts. 
It deserves a place in every Catholic home in every country. I have 
been delighted with its make-up and its splendid articles, and shall do 
my best to spread it among our Catholics. A. C. J. 


Your little magazine is a treasure that the entire family reads and 
enjoys. Mrs, A. M. R., N. Y. 
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§) URING the past year the peoples of six con- 
tinents rejoiced when the cessation of the ter- 
rific conflict that had been devastating the whole 
world was heralded. And yet a war is still 
being waged — a world war and a war of ex- 
tinction — a war which had already been raging 
for some decades before any bloody battles were fought. If it is not 
now being fought with military weapons, its effects are, nevertheless, 
more deadly, for it aims at the extinction of Faith in the hearts of 
mankind. It is a war against God, a war against Christian morality, 
a war to deprive souls of their only source of consolation in this life 
and of their only hope for the next — the Christian religion. 





The one stronghold which is the enemy’s chief objective, the strong- 
hold which it is endeavoring to take by every possible strategy, is 
the Christian home. Yes, the citadel whose downfall spélls victory 
for this militant aggressor is the Christian home, the God-fearing family 
where husband and wife still believe in the sanctity of marriage and 
accept its responsibilities; where parents strive to bring up their chil- 
dren in a Christian manner, inculcating into them high Catholic ideals, 
imbuing them with the spirit of obedience and self-sacrifice, and in- 
stilling into their minds and hearts the great body of Christian truths 
which was their own birthright. 


The proponents of this anti-God crusade well know that by steep- 
ing the home in a pagan atmosphere, they will inevitably weaken 
Christian ideals and bring about an espousal of their own principles, 
and ultimately extinguish entirely the Catholic atmosphere in the home. 
Once this is accomplished, the next step is the elimination of the 
practice of religion in any form, and so eventually the de-Christiani- 
zation of all society will be completed. Already the evil has gone far, 
as can be seen in the ever wider and wider spread of divorce and its 
accompanying evils; the disregard of the ten Commandments of God 
and, with them, all morality; the undermining of parental authority; 
the spirit of individualism so detrimental to a true family spirit; the 
transformation of social life in the multiplication of pleasures and 
attractions which allure not only our young people but also their elders 
away from the home. 
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Since the taking of religion out of the home is the main object 
of the enemies of our Faith, it is plain that practical measures must 
be taken by Christian fathers and mothers to entrench the Faith more 
firmly in their homes, so that they may be able to resist all the on- 
slaughts made against them. And the measures to be taken are as- 
toundingly simple. Religion is fostered by religious practices. There- 
fore, there must be more prayer in the home, both individual and 





Love, joy and peace reigned in the Holy, Family of Nazareth, the model of all 
homes. + 


family prayer; there must be more Catholic reading; there must be 
a distinctly Catholic atmosphere, which means in turn that irreligious 
and immoral publications, immodest styles of dress, indecent and pagan 
pictures and ornaments, suggestive radio programs, attendance at sen- 
sational movies derogative to good morals, and the like things, must 
be banished. Catholic education must rivet the Faith of Christ in the 
children’s hearts. Regularity in receiving the sacraments must be fos- 
tered. Faithful attendance at Sunday Holy Mass must be stressed, and 
if possible, attendance several times weekly, or daily. Nothing but 
religion can sanctify the home, and nothing but religious living in 
the home can instil into the hearts and minds of its members the power 
to withstand the irreligious influences to which they are continually 
exposed. 

Holy Church has always encouraged and inspired devotion to the 
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Holy Family of Nazareth and offered their blessed Home as the model 
upon which the Christian home should be founded. The Home of 
Nazareth was a happy home. In it, smile rivaled smile, and kindly 
acts and cheery words vied with cheery words and kindly acts. Peace, 
love and happiness reigned supreme. And this, not because sorrows 
and trials were wanting, but because they were borne with mutual love 
and in entire submission to God’s holy will. How different, alas, it is 
in many modern homes, where coldness, bickering and open hostilities 
destroy all peace, happiness and family life! The Holy Family were 
content with their lot in life, content to recognize and submit to the 
necessity of laboring for their daily sustenance, content to submit to 
authority, because they beheld in it the Divine authority of God. 


In this last point, above all, Nazareth is an example of the one 
great and most-needed lesson in the home today, for every Christian, 
home supposes the acknowledgment of the principle of authority; yet 
lack of respect on the part of children for their parents, lack of obedi- 
ence, and refusal to recognize the very principle of authority itself is 
one of the great devastating evils of our day both in the home, and, 
as a natural consequence, outside its sphere. And this very denial is 
atheistic. In Nazareth this principle received a recognition which has 
consecrated it for all time. There the virtue of obedience, of submission 
to authority, received, by its association with the sweet Child of Naza- 
reth, a dignity which has given it a charm and a beauty all its own. 
There, Joseph, the creature, gave orders; Jesus, the Creator, obeyed. 
Joseph, the subject, commanded; Jesus, the King, submitted. Mary, 
too, was subject to Joseph. And Joseph, in his turn, recognized the 
authority of the Jewish laws and obeyed them. 


Many of the ruined homes today are the result of too-indulgent 
parents who can neither be respected nor truly loved, and are, therefore, 
not obeyed. Mothers and fathers must govern their children firmly. 
There is a gentle, kindly firmness which advises, counsels, and at times 
commands, while at the same time it avoids harsh and brutal dictator- 
ship, which can only cause anger and rebellion. God has granted an 
intangible something to parents, especially to mothers, which grips the 
hearts of children and compels obedience. There is in the mother’s 
approving smile, in her warm kiss, in her look of injured love, some- 
thing which stifles unruly passions and compels willing obedience. It 
is a difficult thing to analyze, but it is one of the almost unlimited 
powers of motherhood, which, alas, can be destroyed by an unholy 
life and selfish pleasure-seeking. It is a God-given sceptre, which the 
father too can wield. By it the kingdom of the home ought chiefly to 
be ruled. 
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In sorrows and afflictions, in poverty and sickness, Nazareth again 
offers itself as the model of Christian homes, for in Nazareth dwelt 
the Mother of Sorrows, who from the day of Simeon’s prophecy never 
ceased to meditate on the tortures and death awaiting her Son. And 
Jesus, the Man of Sorrows, had ever before His eyes the “baptism 
wherewith He was to be baptized.” Joseph, too, had knowledge of 
the Passion and the mission of his foster-Child. The Home of Naza- 
reth, moreover, was among the poorest of the poor. But complaints 
and murmuring were never known within its humble walls, for God’s 
loving Providence was worshiped and adored. 

May this Home, then, be the model after which Catholic fathers 
and mothers pattern their own homes, that they may become citadels 
of strength against which the evils of the present day cannot prevail. 
Only then can Catholic parents meet the acid test of all parenthood, 
which is the rearing of God-fearing, upright boys and girls, pure and 
sturdy in their Catholic Faith, who will never capitulate to the forces 
of evil which aim at destroying Christianity, but rather will rise up 
against them and through their good example and leadership exert a 
powerful influence for good in the world, and bring erring souls back 
to God and to their Christian duties. 


_~<—~—n 


Tucson — The Torch of Eucharistic Love 
7 Se 


ROM our Convent of Christ the King in Tucson, Arizona, 
comes the inspiring message of the spread of Eucharistic 
love among the laity and the growing love for the 

) Blessed Sacrament throughout the State. On November 

| 27, 1945, the Most Rev. Daniel J. Gercke, Bishop of 

Tucson, officiated at one of the largest gatherings and 

most impressive ceremonies ever held in our Sanctuary 

of Perpetual Adoration at Tucson, when he bestowed 
the Eucharistic badge. upon a group of fifty-seven new 
members of the “Eucharistic Guard” of the Knights of Columbus and 
of the women’s Association of “Sentinels of the Blessed Sacrament,” 
and also awarded Fidelity Cards to one hundred and twenty adorers who 
had been faithful to their duties as Knights and Sentinels over a period 
of three, five and seven years. The Bishop later said in a letter: 

“The ceremony was among the most inspiring which I have witnessed 

of love to our Eucharistic King and I am sure that He was pleased. 

For me it was like a little retreat.” 

Among those participating was the Rev. Arthur Kimball, State 
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Chaplain of the Knights of Columbus, and five members of the local 
clergy. The Rev. Benedict Villiger, O.S.B., chaplain of the Sisters 
of Perpetual Adoration in Tucson, was among those officially enrolled 
as “Knights of the Blessed Sacrament.” He is the first priest in the 
Tucson diocese to become a member of the “Eucharistic Guard.” 





Joy filled the heart of the Bishop as he conferred the Eucharistic emblems 


The ceremony included the recitation of the Rosary and the Pledge 
of Fidelity to the adoration of the Blessed Sacrament. Four members 
of the Fourth Degree Knights of Columbus, in full regalia, formed a 
Guard of Honor to the Most Reverend Bishop and presented swords 
during the Benediction service. Appropriate hymns were sung by the 
Sisters’ choir during the ceremonies and also at Benediction. 

After the Eucharistic emblems had been bestowed, the “Knights” 
and “Sentinels” and those who had attended the ceremony, followed by 
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the Bishop and Clergy, retired to the Assembly Room beneath the 
Chapel, where, for the first time in the history of these organizations, 
recognition in the form of Fidelity Cards was given to a group of one 
hundred and twenty persons. In the act of presentation, each adorer 
knelt to kiss the Bishop’s ring before receiving the card. 

The Bishop, who was extremely pleased with these fervent members 
of his flock, spoke very touchingly on the Most Blessed Sacrament after 
bestowing the Eucharistic emblems in the Adoration Sancwary,* and 
again briefly addressed the assembly after the bestowal of the Fidelity 
Cards. “I wish to offer my sincere congratulations once more,” he 
said, “to all these faithful Sentinels and Guards of the Blessed Sacra- 
ment. I cannot tell you how happy I am on this occasion. It would 
sound like a truism to say that we should be devout to the Blessed 
Sacrament. Father Faber very beautifully points out that we should 
have a special devotion to the Blessed Sacrament, but we are not 
allowed and we cannot make the Blessed Sacrament a special devotion, 
because as I mentioned tonight, /t must be part and parcel of our being. 
Everything in the Catholic church focuses toward the tabernacle. Take 
away the Divine Presence and what have we? Nothing but a meeting 
hall. Naturally, the Real Presence of our Divine Savior permeates the 
whole church, permeates the atmosphere of our chapels, of our parish 
churches. That Divine influence should and does permeate also the 
very family life of our good Catholic people. 

“I want to tell you that I am very proud of you, to know that you 
are keeping up this wonderful devotion. We pray that it will go on 
from day to day and from night to night, and that when we pass on, 
others will come to be torch-bearers and keep alive the light of faith 
in this Old Pueblo of Tucson.” 

As many of our readers are aware, the Tucson Council of the 
Knights of Columbus has sponsored all-night adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament in our Perpetual Adoration Sanctuary at Tucson every Friday 
of the year since Corpus Christi in June, 1938. Membership in the 
“Eucharistic Guard” is altogether voluntary and includes both members 
and non-members of the Council. Those who have participated in the 
course of the past seven years unanimously agree that nocturnal adora- 
tion has brought countless blessings to the Council as well as to the 
individual members of the “Eucharistic Guard.” There are numerous 
records on file of special favors granted, truly “miraculous” answers 
to the sacrificial prayer of these nocturnal adorers. 

The Association of “Sentinels of the Blessed Sacament” was in- 
augurated in 1936, and is composed of women who spend one hour in. 





*The text of his address is appended. 
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adoration of the Most Blessed Sacrament each week, in the Sanctuary 
of Christ the King. 

The example of the “Guard” that was formed in Tucson more than 
seven years ago is proving a beacon for other Councils of the Knights 
of Columbus in the State of Arizona, as well as in other parts of the 
country. The inspiration has been carried to Phoenix, to Douglas, and 
to Nogales, Arizona, as well as to Kansas City, Missouri, and it is hoped 
that in time this form of Catholic Action will be nationally adopted 
throughout the Order of the Knights of Columbus. It has been highly 
commended by Past Supreme Knights, Martin H. Carmody and Francis 
P. Matthews, and also by the present Supreme Knight, John E. Swift, 
who sent a congratulatory telegram for the present occasion, in which 
he expressed the hope that other Councils would follow the splendid 
example of devotion to the Blessed Sacrament given by the members 
of the Tucson Council. 


Address of His Excellency, the Most Reverend 
Bishop Gercke 
Senne ieee 


F THOU didst know the gift of God!’”’ These words, my dear 
{ brethren, carry us back in spirit tonight to that scene described by 
the Evangelist when our Divine Savior, tired and footsore, sat by 
the well-side, where He met the Samaritan woman while His dis- 
ciples had gone to the village for supplies. We know and we under- 
stand as we go through life that there are many facts which we fail 
to appreciate for want of reflection. The whole world fs made desolate, 
says Jeremias the Prophet, because there is no one that thinketh in 
his heart, and we may apply this lamentation to the world today. 

This evening has been a happy hour that all of us have spent in 
the presence of our Divine Lord in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 
So I wish to leave with you this evening merely a thought regarding 
the Real Presence of our Divine Savior in the Blessed Sacrament, and 
it is that, together, in a short meditation, we shall strive to realize 
the nature of the Blessed Eucharist —- why Christ instituted It. We 
know the doctrine of the Catholic Church, that Christ is present in the 
Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, really, truly and substantially. That 
is a dogmatic fact, but we must never grow tired of meditating on that 
fact, and of learning all we can by prayer and reading. Let us try to 
realize what is contained in that statement. 

All the other sacraments of the Catholic Church converge about 
the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. Baptism, for example, is a prepara- 
tion for It. All the other sacraments are signs of the Divine grace 
which is poured into the soul; but in the Blessed Sacrament of the 
Altar, we have.not only the grace but the Author of Divine grace 
Himself. When we meditate on the Real Presence of our Divine Savior 
in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar, we come to realize the multi- 
plication of His Divine Presence in as many places throughout the 
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world as there are Catholic altars, or Catholic priests. 

Then again, until the institution of the Blessed Sacrament, it was 
never believed, it was inconceivable, that a substance could exist with- 
out its accidents; and so we have here the law of nature suspended — 
by transubstantiation, the changing of the substance of the bread into 
the substance of our Divine Lord’s Body, while the species of the 
bread remain. 

But why did our Divine Savior institute the Blessed Sacrament of 
the Altar? First, to give glory to God; and secondly, to exalt His own 
Humanity. The Divine nature of Christ is no different from that of 
the other two Persons, but His Humanity is something different, and 
He wished to perpetuate that even here upon earth. Upon the Cross, 
His Divinity was hid; His Humanity appeared. But as St. Thomas of 
Aquinas points out, in the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar there appears 
neither His Humanity nor His Divinity to the human eye, but faith 
tells us that Christ is there. 

Thirdly, He wished to institute the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar 
as the completion of the love that He has in His Sacred Heart for 
mankind: “I have loved thee with an everlasting love.’”’ There is the 
completion of our life upon earth, — what our Divine Savior intended: 
the union of man with His God! What a consolation in that thought, 
yet how sad! God intended every man born into the world to enjoy 
this privilege. What a privilege, then, it is to be a Catholic! What 
a privilege, a blessing, to enjoy this gift of the Father! 

It has always seemed strange to me that anyone would have to 
be urged to visit our Divine Savior in the Sacrament of the Altar, that 
he should ever have to be urged to receive his Divine Savior. ‘‘He that 
eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood abideth in Me and I in him.” 
One of the Fathers of the Church tells us that in Holy Communion 
devoutly received, there is a closer union of Christ with the soul than 
that formed by the melting of two pieces of wax into one. So love 
should beget love, and the only way that we, as Catholics, can manifest 
our love to our Divine Savior is by making the Blessed Sacrament part 
and parcel of our very lives, by visiting and receiving Him, and above 
all things, by a devout attendance at Holy Mass. Sometimes we go 
to Mass and we do not reflect sufficiently upon its meaning. The Mass 
is nothing more nor less than a continuation — not a repetition — a 
continuation of the bloody Sacrifice of Christ upon Calvary, where He 
died out of love for us, where He opened for us the gates of the king- 
dom of heaven and where His Church came forth from His Sacred Side. 

I wish to offer my sincere congratulations this evening first to the 
Benedictine Sisters who have inaugurated this work in our midst under 
the Divine inspiration of the Holy Ghost — how faithful they are to 
their Divine vocation we all know, and secondly, to those good men and 
women who have hearkened to the inspiration from on high to become 
“Sentinels,” “Guards” of the Blessed-Sacrament. A little sacrifice is 
needed, of course, but think of the reward! There is nobody obliging 
you to do this work under the pain of sin. You could still be a good 
Catholic, a practical Catholic, even though you were not enrolled as a 
Sentinel or a Guard of the Blessed Sacrament. But what a consolation 
to the Sacred Heart of Jesus when, hour after hour, saintly sisters, men 
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and women come to this Chapel all day and all night, making repara- 
tion to His Sacred Heart for the sins of men! What blessings as the 
result of their prayer and sacrifices, what blessings will come to their 
families, what blessings to the community, what blessings to the world! 
So that is the thought that I would wish to leave with you, gratitude 
to our Divine Savior for all that He has ever done for us, particularly 
for having instituted the Blessed Sacrament of the Altar. 


Naturally, this scene carries us back to the city of Jerusalem where, 
some years ago, I had the great pleasure and the privilege of entering 
that upper chamber where our Divine Savior sat at the table with His 
Apostles, the most unprejudiced jury that ever sat in a courtroom. 
They understood what our Divine Savior meant, they understood what 
He said, and they went out over the whole world, crossed the Mediter- 
ranean to Rome, to Europe and to other countries, carrying this doc- 
trine of Christ that He gave to them nearly 2,000 years ago: ‘Do this 
in commemoration of Me.” Do what? ‘What I have done this night. 
Change the substance of bread and wine into the substance of My Body 
and Blood!” That is the Divine commission that was given to the 
Apostles and that has come down by apostolic tradition to the bishops 
and priests of the Catholic Church. 


When a Catholic priest kneels in prayer and meditation, it is an 
overpowering, almost stupefying thought that he possesses this power. 
Yet he does not understand the mystery underlying it any more than 
you do, any more than St. Thomas Aquinas understood it. Yet he 
knows that it is a fact as St. Thomas says in that beautiful hymn, 
“Adoro Te”: “Credo quidquid dixit Dei Filius,” — ‘‘Whatsoever the 
Son of God has said, I believe.”” And so we do believe. Let our faith 
be a practical faith, let us never grow tired when the opportunity 
presents itself of visiting and receiving our Divine Lord in the Blessed 
Sacrament of the Altar. There is your pledge of an undying reward: 
‘He that eateth My Flesh and drinketh My Blood, I will raise him up 
on the last day.’”’ Heaven is yours, infallibly yours for eternity. 


_~<~_C_a 


I am very glad to see that many of the churches in this city have 
your booklets. I distr:bute many myself as I am anxious to help persons 
suffering trials and temptations, so they will have patience and let God’s 
will prevail and not have to repent later. Also I can thereby circulate 
Catholic teachings and so instruct many in our Faith. Your booklets 
convey great spiritual refreshment and greater love for, and trust in 
God’s mercy. F. C., Staten Island 


Your booklets are so elevating, so inspiring, so uplifting. There 
is sO much in each tiny sentence. We will never know until we reach 
heaven just how many countless souls have been brought nearer and 
dearer to Our Lord as a result of your good work. S. M. E., Penn. 


Your booklets are very helpful and comforting. I am a convert 
and have found priceless information and education on the most inter- 
esting and necessary teachings. Mrs, V. N., Menlo Park, Cal. 











Know and Explain Vour Catholic Faith 
ate et 
The Apostles’ Creed 
ARTICLE IX — THE RESURRECTION OF THE BODY 
Concluded 


oO Goes) Coes) oee 


HE Church, animated with the hope that the bodies of her children 
will one day be accorded the sublime honor of a glorious resur- 
rection, treats the mortal remains of the dead with utmost rever- 

ence. She sprinkles them with holy water, surrounds their biers with 
lighted candles and sweet-smelling incense, and conducts them to the 
cemetery with the solemn tolling of bells and the singing of sacred chants. 
She blesses the place of their repose, where, like the seed placed in 
the ground, they are to undergo dissolution, and one day to come forth 
with new life, in the vigor of eternal youth, to blossom in and adorn 
the paradise of God. And not only does she bless the cemetery itself, 
but also the individual graves of those who have died within her fold, 
because she sees in these mortal remains a temple of the Holy Spirit, 
the abode of a soul consecrated to God in holy baptism, sanctified by 
other sacraments, and so often nourished by the Holy Eucharist — 
dissolved, indeed, by death, but destined to be gloriously raised up on 
the last day by the omnipotence of God. 

For this same reason she forbids cremation, which is, in its es- 
sence, a profession of irreligion and disbelief in the future life of the 
body; for it was introduced in Europe by societies at enmity with the 
Church, who wished thereby to repudiate her doctrine of the resurrec- 
tion, so beautifully inculcated by her well-kept burial grounds, where, 
beneath the shadow of the Cross, the symbol of salvation and hope, - 
her children sleep the sleep of death, awaiting the. day when God will 
call them forth to new life. She disapproves cremation because it is 
a violent destruction of the body, whereas the process of decomposition 
which takes place in the tomb is in accordance with the laws of nature 
established by God. Nevertheless, being an ever solicitous mother, she 
relaxes this rule whenever the public welfare requires it, and permits 
cremation in cases of war, pestilence, etc., for the sake of public health. 

Her belief in their future glorious resurrection is likewise the 
motive which impels the Church to pay such singular honor to the 
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relics (bones) of the saints, and to treat them as something sacred, for 
in their case she knows with certainty that they are among the elect 
children of God and that their bodies will one day be glorified in His 
kingdom. 

Taught by the example of our holy Mother the Church, we too 
should show great reverence for the bodies of the dead and for the holy 
places where they are interred. At the same time we ought also to 
show reverence for our own bodies, which are destined one day to be 
glorified in heaven. This reverence should prompt us to clothe them 
with modesty, to refrain from over-indulgence in food and drink, and 
from all impropriety. Faith in our future resurrection should deter 
us from committing sin and urge us to practice virtue. It should like- 
wise restrain us from inordinate love for the passing things of earth and 
urge us to keep our minds and hearts fixed on the imperishable treasures 
which await us beyond the grave. 

The hope of our future resurrection should also be for us a never- 
failing source of comfort and strength amid the trials, sufferings and 
hardships of this earthly life. Though poverty, sickness, humiliations, 
sufferings, misfortunes, labors and sorrows be our lot here below, the 
thought of the future glory we will gain by their patient endurance 
should inspire us to take courage as did the patient Job, who in the 
midst of the most grievous afflictions prayed: “I know that my Re- 
deemer lives, and in the last day I shall rise out of the earth. . . and 
in my flesh I shall see my God.” Even the thought of death loses 
its bitterness in the light of this consoling doctrine, for we know that 
its victory over the body is only temporary. 


Holy Communion, Our Pledge of Future Glory 


° But what is it, above all, that confirms us in the hope of a blessed 
immortality? For we are ever conscious of our great weakness and 
human frailty, which exposes us at all times to the danger of being 
overcome by our spiritual enemies. Ah, God in His infinite goodness 
has Himself given us an unfailing guarantee which will insure our final 
victory over death and sin and hell (provided we make proper use of 
it) —— the Blessed Eucharist. 

In her Office of Corpus Christi, the Church sings this beautiful 
Antiphon composed by St. Thomas Aquinas: “‘O Sacred Banquet, in 
which Christ is received, the memory of His Passion is celebrated, the 
mind is filled with grace, and a pledge of future glory is given to us.” 
Yes, the worthy reception of the Body and Blood of Christ in Holy 
Communion is an undying pledge of our future glory which our Savior 
gave us in these words: ‘He who eats My Flesh and drinks My Blood 
has life everlasting, and I will raise him up on the last day” (John 
vi. 55). The Fathers of the Church dwell much upon this effect of the 
Blessed Eucharist, and represent it as a necessary sequel to our being 
incorporated with Christ in Holy Communion. 

What an infinitely precious pledge of our salvation and future 
glory! And how consoling is the thought that each time we receive 
Holy Communion worthily, the three Divine Persons give us a new 
pledge of the heavenly glory for which we were created and made mem- 
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bers of the Mystical Body of Christ! This pledge is not merely a prom- 
ise proclaimed by the lips of Christ or written in the pages of the 
Gospel, but an actual earnest-gift, a “pawn,’’ so to say, guaranteeing 
the payment of what is promised. Just as a man who borrows a sum 
of money from a pawnbroker deposits with the latter as a pledge of 
his payment of this sum a precious diamond ring, or a gold watch, or 
some other valuable, so in a manner similar but infinitely more sublime, 
the Heavenly Father gives us in the Blessed Sacrament His only-be- 
gotten Son as a pledge of the future glory He has promised us. And 
Jesus, the Second Person of the Blessed Trinity, in giving us His Body 
and Blood, by which He purchased our salvation, likewise gives us a 
pledge of our celestial inheritance and the glory which He has promised 
us in*His Heavenly kingdom. In Holy Communion He unites Himself 
to us in a most intimate manner, and implants even in our bodies the 
germ of immortality; for how could our bodies become the prey of 
eternal death after having been enlivened by the adorable Flesh and 
Blood of Jesus Christ? 

In this Sacrament, the Holy Spirit, the Lord and Giver of Life, is 
also communicated to us and imparts to us His Divine life, which, unless 
we lose it by mortal sin, is our sure hope of eternal glory. 

What gratitude we owe to the Triune God for His boundless good- 
ness and mercy in giving to us so precious a pledge of eternal happi- 
ness, and how zealously we ought to make use of it, so that by it we 
may obtain possession of the glory which He promises! 


“The Great Day of the Lord” 


The prophet Sophonias calls the day of the general resurrection 
and last judgment the “great day of the Lord.” ‘That day,’ he says, 
“is a day of wrath, a day of tribulation and distress, a day of calamity 
and misery, a day of darkness and obscurity...’’ (i. 14, 15). It will 
be such indeed for the wicked, who will faint ‘‘for fear and for expecta- 
tion of the things that are coming on the world,’ as St. Luke tells us 
(xxi. 26). But as for the true servants of God, who are His friends 
and His children, although they also will doubtless experience great 
fear and dread amid the calamities attending the world’s destruction, 
they are told that when these things come to pass, they should look 
up and lift up their heads, because their redemption is at hand. (Luke 
xxi. 28.) And surely, the elect of God, who have loved and served Him 
faithfully, and have labored for His interests and His glory, will have 
cause to rejoice upon the advent of that day which will be so glorious 
for their Redeemer and so triumphant for them; that day on which 
Christ will be acknowledged by the whole universe as the great Lord 
and Judge of all; that day on which He will celebrate His final triumph 
over all His enemies, particularly over death — the penalty of sin; 
that day on which He will wonderfully renew both heaven and earth, 
and bring all His faithful servants into the never-ending joy of their 
Lord. 

The details of the Last Judgment we have already considered in 
our explanation of the Seventh Article of the Creed. Suffice it to say 
here that it will be a day of inexpressible terror and shame for the 
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reprobate, and of corresponding joy and exaltation for the elect. The 
Church gives a graphic description of it in her immortal Sequence of 
the Mass of the Dead, the Dies Ire. The pleading prayer for mercy 
which she places on the lips of the soul about to appear at the judg- 
ment is one which merits frequent repetition by us all, for as long as 
we remain in this world we cannot be certain that we will be among 
those happy ones who are placed at the right hand of Christ when He 
comes “‘to judge the living and the dead.’’ Hence, we ought to pray con- 
stantly for the most important of all graces, that of final perseverance. 

Let us frequently picture to ourselves the scene of the Last Judg- 
ment, for, as Holy Scripture says, “In all thy works remember thy last 
end, and thou shalt never sin’”’ (Ecclus. vii. 40). What an overwhelming 
sight to behold those countless millions of people, gathered together 
from every nation under the sun, without any distinction of race or 
color or station in life, waiting in dread expectation for the appearance 
of the Judge! Nothing will matter then but the goodness or the wicked- 
ness of their lives. And suddenly the Eternal Judge will descend from 
heaven, with great power and majesty, surrounded by all His heavenly 
legions, and preceded by a Cross a hundred times more radiant than 
the sun, the triumphal standard of His supreme victory -which is 
about to be celebrated. Its sight will inspire hope and comfort in the 
hearts of His faithful servants, but will fill the reprobate with intolerable 
anguish and dread, for now, too late, they will realize the ineffable love 
wherewith the Savior offered them the benefits of His Redemption and 
the mad folly with which they rejected them. 

The angels, at the command of their King, will separate the good 
from the wicked, placing the former at His right hand, in their own 
company, and the latter at His left, with the demons whom they served. 
How great, then, the rage and confusion of those great ones of the 
world who made a sinful use of their riches and power, to see the poor 
and lowly, whom they regarded with contempt, exalted and crowned 
with honor, while they themselves are covered with shame and misery, 
and placed among the outcasts. And how great the joy of the faithful 
children of God who, through many tribulations, persevered in their love 
for Him and never swerved from the way of His commandments! 

Then the King of tremendous majesty, seated on His throne in the 
clouds, will lay open to that vast assembly the conscience of every in- 
dividual. No thought, however secret, no deed, however hidden, will be 
concealed; for all, each one must render an account. 

And when all have been judged, the King will pronounce final 
sentence, by which the just, after a glorious rehearsal of all their good 
works, will be called to the kingdom where sorrow never enters and 
joy never ends; and the wicked will be cast down to the dismal dun- 
geons of everlasting fire. Turning to those at His right, He will ad- 
dress to them with ineffable tenderness that loving invitation: ‘‘Come, 
blessed of My Father, take possession of the kingdom prepared for you 
from the foundation of the world...” (Matt. xxv. 34). But with 
terrifying countenance and a voice of thunder He will utter the dread- 
ful malediction upon the damned: “Depart from Me, accursed ones, 
into the everlasting fire, which was prepared for the devil and his 
angels...” (Matt. xxv. 41). 
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At the very instant the sentence is pronounced, it will be carried 
into effect. The reprobate, filled with rage and terror, will be dragged 
by howling demons into the abyss of hell, to be forever tormented by the 
most excruciating pains — to suffer forever the privation of the glori- 
ous vision of the Face of God, and to be tortured in every sense and 
faculty of soul and body. Alas! poor wretches, who in this world made 
so little of losing God and His grace by mortal sin, how great will be 
their remorse, when they find they have lost Him forever! 

But the elect, arrayed in shining garments of purest splendor, with 
crowns on their heads and palms in their hands, will be conducted by 
the angels into the Heavenly Jerusalem, where, prostrate before the 
throne of God, they will sing a mighty hymn of acclamation and grati- 
tude to the Lamb of God who has redeemed them by His Blood out of 
“all nations, and tribes, and peoples, and tongues” (Apoc. vii. 9). 

“Then,” says Abbot Marmion, “‘the Mystical Body will have wholly 
come ‘unto the measure of the age of the fulness of Christ’ (Ephes. iv. 
13). ‘Then Jesus Christ will present to His Father that multitude of 
the elect of whom He is the Elder Brother. What a glorious sight it 
will be to see this kingdom subject to Jesus, to contemplate the work 
of His Blood and His grace, offered by Christ Himself to the glory of 
His Father... What ineffable beatitude to belong to this kingdom, 
together with the Blessed Virgin, the angels, the elect, the blessed souls 
we have known here below, with whom we have been united by ties 
of blood, or by holy affection! Then Jesus will be able to say in all 
truth to His Father: ‘I have finished the work Thou gavest Me to do.’ 
The wish manifested by His Sacred Heart at the Last Supper will be 


fulfilled: ‘Father... I pray for them whom Thou hast given Me that | 


they may have My joy filled in themselves... that where I am, they 
also whom Thou hast given Me may be; that they may see My glory... 
that the love wherewith Thou hast loved Me may be in them’ (John 
xvii.). The Church Triumphant will contemplate the glory of her Head; 
she herself will be filled with the fulness of joy. Divine, eternal life 
will flow forth from Christ into each one of us, and we shall reign 
forever with Him.” (Christ, the Life of the Soul,”’ p. 368-9.) 

At what time the “great day of the Lord” will come, no one knows 
but God and those to whom He may choose to reveal it. But come it 
will, and every mortal being, from Adam to the last child born on 
earth, will be summoned by the last trumpet to appear at the place 
of judgment. It will be preceded by terrifying signs in nature, as Our 
Lord Himself has foretold. (Matt. xxiv. 23-35; Luke xxi. 25-33.) But 
we who have the Church for our Mother and Jesus Christ for our 
Brother and our Head need have no fear if we keep the commandments 
and make use of the means of salvation so abundantly offered to us. 

Our Lord Jesus Christ has given us the assurance that if we follow 
Him faithfully here below, we shall be His co-heirs in the kingdom of 
heaven and share His everlasting blessedness. He says to us, in effect, 
“Here below you are in affliction; the world that knows Me not lives 
in pleasure, while you, by a life of faith, bear with Me the burden of 
the Cross; but I will see you again at the last day, and your heart shall 


rejoice, and your joy no one shall take from you.” (John xvi. 20-22.) 
Article XII to follow. 
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We Shall Light Seven 
Lamps 
eee 


T HAS been said that when a 

Temple of God is to be reared, 
seven lamps must be lighted: the lamps 
of Sacrifice, Truth, Power, Beauty, 
Life, Memory and Obedience. Our 
friends and readers of “Tabernacle 
and Purgatory” who, we feel, form 
one great Eucharistic family with us, 
in living for Jesus in the Most Blessed 
Sacrament and promoting His glory, 
will rejoice to learn that the plans are 
being drawn up for the permanent 
Adoration Chapel and Convent in 
Kansas City, Missouri. Many of you, 
dear friends, have watched our expansion for decades, and some of 
your beloved parents and relatives, now participating in unending 
Adoration in eternity, have been united with us in our works for the 
glorification of Jesus in the Mystery of His Love. You have watched 
the Memorial of the Eucharistic Congress at Mundelein grow from a 
temporary Chapel to a beautiful Sanctuary, and with us, could offer 
to God a consecrated Shrine, sanctified with the holy oils of Consecra- 
tion on November 21, 1945. Many of you have supported our efforts 
to rear a Sanctuary of Unceasing Praise to the Mystery of Divine Love 
in the desert stretches of Arizona. To the glory of God, and the benefit’ 
of souls, a monument of Eucharistic love now elevates minds and hearts 
in the city of Tucson. 

Now Jesus wishes to be the Divine Magnet in the center of the 
thriving metropolis of Kansas City. He invites all of us to light the 
lamp of Sacrifice. Yes, we shall light it gladly, for it will be for 
our greatest Treasure on earth, Jesus, the Divine Victim on our altars; 
our daily Sacrifice, immolated for love of mankind. And we shall 
prove our love for Him by sacrifice; for sacrifice is the heart’s language 
of love. The Holy Eucharist is the Bond of Union among Catholics. 
We know we can count on our faithful friends and readers of “Taber- 
nacle and Purgatory” to assist us in rearing this new Sanctuary. The 
community of Sisters living in the crowded quarters of what was for- 
merly a family residence, have striven for two years to keep Jesus on 
the altar, to help GIVE HIM to souls who are famishing for His contact 
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and His love. We know there are thousands who will add their coin 
of sacrifice to that of the Sisters, and to the friends of the Congregation 
of Benedictine Adorers in Kansas City itself. 

Though far distant from the little Chapel, you, dear friend, also 
participate in all the graces which are dispensed from the living, loving 
Heart of Jesus there enthroned on His humble altar. The people locally 
respond with great fervor, and come in parish groups for.Holy Hours 
at regular intervals, with their pastors. When a priest is present and 
there are at least twenty members in the group, Benediction is imparted 
with the result that sometimes Jesus is raised aloft in blessing as often 
as seven times within twenty-four hours. Whenever Benediction with the 
the Most Blessed Sacrament is imparted, the heavens are rejoiced, the 
souls in purgatory are relieved, sinners are moved to repentance, and 
the just on earth receive an increase in grace. The blessing goes forth 
far and wide, and penetrates to the hearts of those whose sacrifices have 
-been instrumental in making the Unceasing Adoration of the Most 
Blessed Sacrament possible. 

Dear friends, at the beginning of 1946, let us light the lamp of 
Sacrifice for love of the God of Love. The rewards, even in this life, 
and above all, the Joys of eternity, will amply repay us for the self- 
‘denial it requires. 

All donations, large or small, will be most gratefully received for 
this new Sanctuary. Also, those who have old gold and would like to 
have it used for sacred vessels will rejoice to know that it may be 
used in the fabrication of the new monstrance for the permanent Adora- 
tion Sanctuary in Kansas City. 

I have your wonderful letter and was greatly honored to be asked 
to give a donation for so great a cause. I want Our Lord to be better 
‘known and loved. I hope some day to be able to visit your beautiful 
‘Chapel, as that will be the most wonderful day for me. I am enclosing 


.an offering and hope I can send more. I shall pray every day that many 
people will contribute. Miss I. L., New York. 

Oh, dear Sisters, I am thrilled to know you'are coming to Kansas 
‘City, Missouri, to dwell with our dear Lord in Perpetual Adoration. 
‘Oh! a number of us mothers will be so glad to come out to your Con- 
vent Chapel of adoration and spend Holy Hours at night even and pray 
for our dear ones and the whole world of souls. Hasten the day! We 


can hardly wait your coming. What graces lie before us. 
Mrs. A, O'M., Kansas City. 


I am indeed pleased to know that my ring can be used in making 
‘the Monstrance for the new Kansas City Sanctuary. It will give me far 
greater happiness adorning Our Lord’s abode than it did on my finger. 
I am mailing it to you under separate cover together with a class ring 
:and another mounting and two metal watch-bands, which I hope you can 
‘use. C. H., Cincinnati 














314 Tabernacle and Purgatory 


Fathways ; ay 


Continued 


From the inspiring book entitled JESUS, by the Most Rev. Luis 
Martinez, Archbishop of Mexico, published by “La Cruz.’”’ Translated 
from the Spanish, with the permission of the author. 


MkOKeKe 


INSIST upon this point, because I am convinced that 

souls should preserve their peace at any cost. For 

this, nothing is so necessary as to discover the secret of 

peace. Holy Scripture says:. “Seek after peace and 

pursue it,” indicating to us by these words that peace is not a thing to 

be sought after with lukewarmness and negligence, but with ardor, with 

solicitude. As an enemy is pursued in battle, or as happiness is sought 

after and desired vehemently, so we should seek and constantly pursue 
peace. 

But is it possible always to preserve peace in the soul? Is it to 
be granted that our souls ought never to be troubled for any reason? 
Are there any efficacious means to realize this ideal, any sure and direct 
ways of arriving at this most blessed state? 

Without any doubt. What seems strange is that souls so easily 
lose their peace and live in inquietude. This surely is an evil! But 
what of pain? Let it come in good time. And affliction? That also. 
Desolation? Yes., But inquietude, anxiety, — no, a thousand times, 
no! All those other things, though they be contrary and disagreeable 
to our nature, hide Divine treasures, and, beneath their most bitter 
exterior, harbor sweetness and celestial fruits, though we may not 
always know how to discover and appreciate them. But mental dis- 
turbance holds no good whatever, and not even of those souls to whom 
Our Lord confides a mission entirely made up of pain and expiation 
does He ask the sacrifice of their peace. He may ask of them the 
sacrifice of all the goods of this earth, He may require of them the 
sacrifice of themselves, so painful, so prolonged, a sacrifice enduring 
not one day, nor one year, but a lifetime; He may ask intimate and 
torturing immolations, but all in an atmosphere of peace, which is the 
seal of God. 

It would be interesting to make an analysis of our inquietudes. 
Upon discovering their causes, we would be filled with confusion to 
find that their origin lies in ignorance, or in selfishness, or in a want 
of confidence in the Divine promises. But rather than analyse the 
evil, I prefer to suggest some means to enable the soul to preserve its 
peace at all times. Let us, then, consider these means briefly. 
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I — Faith 

The first pathway to peace we find in faith. In effect, if we lived 
by faith, we should also live in peace. Our Lord says: “Justus meus 
ex fide vivit — My just one lives by faith.” Now, when one lives per- 
fectly by faith, one also lives in perfect peace, since all the teachings 
of faith tend to pacify. Let us make, as it were, a synthesis of the 
teaching of faith in relation to the point we are treating, that we may 
see how easy it is to acquire peace when one lives supernaturally. 

Faith teaches that God loves us and that He loves us not merely 
collectively or in a body, but that He loves each one of us personally, 
individually: “Dilexit me! — He loved me!” Each one of us may 
make his own these words of the Apostle without fear of being mis- 
taken; — He knows my name, He has my image engraven in His Heart. 
Moreover, I can be sure that His Heart is ALL MINE, because Our Lord 
cannot love as we do, by halves, or in a small measure; when He 
loves He loves with His whole Heart, He loves in an infinite manner. 

At times souls, with a mixture of love and ignorance, say: “I 
wish that Our Lord would love me more.” But can that be possible? 
Can He who loves in an infinite manner love still more?... If on 
earth there existed but God and you — dear soul who read these lines 
— He could not love you more than He now does; if you were the 
only object of His love, He would love you just as He does now. And 
that love is a love having all the characteristics with which in our 
most ardent dreams we like to envision love — for we all dream: it 
is so natural for the human heart to dream! — Yes, we want to be 
loved with a deep, tender, passionate love... Half measures do not 
satisfy us, still less do they satisfy those chosen souls destined to be 
united intimately with God, souls tortured by insatiable desires of love. 

Very well, then, I assuré you: Our Lord loves us more, much 
more, infinitely more than we hope for, than we dare to dream of. 
At times our dreams appear to us audacious, almost absurd; and never- 
theless they remain far short of the reality. 

It is precisely this grandeur of the love of God that frequently 
disconcerts us: We think: “But it is an excess that God should love 
me so! Why, I cannot even love myself with all these characteristics. 
How can it be possible that God should love me in this manner? No, 
it is an excess!” — Yes, without doubt it is an excess: infinite love 
must ever be so. In the life of Our Lord, the incarnation, and the 
stable, and Nazareth, and the Cenacle, and Gethsemane, and Calvary, 
were all an excess. The Church and Pentecost are still other excesses, 
because such are always the works of an infinite love. In comparison 
with the littleness which we ourselves are, infinite love must necessarily 
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always remain an excess. Yet it is sad to think how difficult it is for 
souls to be convinced that God so loves them! If they would but be 
convinced, how many inquietudes would be calmed! 


We can go one step farther. God loves us and His love is not 
a sterile love hidden in the highest heavens; on the contrary, it is a 
love that is active, provident, watchful, solicitous; it is a love that 
never for a moment forgets us, that protects us without ceasing, dis- 
posing minutely every detail, every happening of our life, from the 
most important to the smallest and most insignificant. 

Ido not exaggerate, — Jesus Himself affirmed it: “A single hair 
of your head shall not fall without the will of your Father” (cf. Matt. 
x. 29). You may say: “It is a hyperbole.” Perhaps. But in any 
case it is a hyperbole expressing to us how solicitous, constant, and 
minute is God’s love. 

A mother caring for her first-born, watching at the side of his 
cradle, unable to forget him, going about anxiously watching to see if 
he becomes sick, or weeps, or needs anything, or if she can do him 
some little service: such a mother, passionately, almost foolishly soli- 
citous, cannot compare in the least with the constant, minute, most 
tender solicitude of our Lord God. Oh, if we but had faith and under- 
stood this! There is not a moment of our life in which Our Lord 
withdraws His eyes from us, not an instant in our life in which His 
hand does not guide us, in which His power does not overshadow or His- 
love envelop us. 

And if this is so, if God’s solicitude toward us is so loving, so 
constant, so delicate, — can there be any reason for our becoming dis- 
turbed? Can a child on its mother’s lap be afraid? Only in one way: 
that in its dream it would find itself alone and in danger; its disquietude 
would be the fruit of an illusion. But if the child knows that it is in 
the arms of its mother, who loves, cares for and protects it, — why 
should it fear? 

Why, then, the strange phenomenon, the inexplicable illusion, that 
we, Christians, knowing as we do — for our Faith so assures us — 
that the love of God bears us in His arms, and envelops us with His- 


Divine tenderness — that we still lose heart! 
To be continued 


Spiritual Vitamin for February 


O Mary, my Mother, take my selfish heart and transform it into- 
the likeness of the Heart of Jesus! 












men and women? Many children seem to think that 
nothing is interesting except stories of what imaginary 
people might have done in some make-believe life, or 
they read nothing but the comic pictures which are in the newspapers, 
and never try to find out what real people have done in real life. Yet 
true stories are often more wonderful than all our fancies, as, for 
example, the story of St. Wereburga, one of our own Benedictine saints, 
which we have selected for you this month. There are ever so many 
good books that are simply thrilling, and this is especially true of any 
of the lives of the saints. What wonderful things they did! When we 
read about them, we think we would like to imitate them. Of course, 
we wouldn’t expect to work miracles like they did, because we know 
we are not so holy and dear to God as they were, but there are many 
things in their lives which we can imitate, which will help to make 
us holy too. Because it is natural to think about and imitate the things 
we read about, we should always take care to read only things which 
are good for us. 
St. Wereburga and the Wild Geese 

EFORE the sin of our first parents, Adam and Eve, all wild 

animals were tame. It was only after Adam and Eve refused to 
obey God that the animals grew afraid of them and ran away from 
them. But since then, there have been some saints, very holy men and 
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women, who spoke to the animals, the birds and fishes, as if they were 
human persons, and these wild creatures of the forest and air and 
water flocked to them and seemed to enjoy their company and behaved 
as if they understood what was said to them. One of these holy persons 
was St. Francis of Assisi, who used to call the animals and birds his 
brothers and sisters, as you will remember from the story we told you 
in the Little Lovers’ section last September. Another was St. Anthony, 
who once preached a sermon to the fishes, and who proved that Our 
Lord was truly present in the Blessed Sacrament by telling a starving 
mule to kneel down and adore Him in the Sacred Host, and the mule 
did so, and paid no attention to the tempting food that was put before 


One story, not so well known, tells of St. Wereburga and a flock 

_ of wild geese. St. Wereburga was a princess, who lived in England. 

On a certain day one of the men who worked on her large estate came 
to tell her that hundreds of wild geese were destroying the crops and 
that he could not drive them away. The princess told him to bring 
the geese to her and shut them up like the cattle. Roslyn, the servant, 
looked at her in amazement, as if she were out of her mind. The idea 
of driving wild geese like cattle! Why they would fly up into the air 
as soon as they were disturbed and then would fly back and continue 
their robbery. But St. Wereburga repeated her command: “Go quickly 
and bring them to me!” 

Then Roslyn thought to himself: “My mistress is a very holy 
person, perhaps the wild geese will obey her. Anyway it won't hurt 
to give them her orders.” So he went out into the fields, and standing 
on a fence, cried out loudly: “All you geese must walk right away to 
my mistress. She wants you!” 

Now, not one of the wild fqwl used its wings, but immediately, 
like little new-hatched chickens, they marched in front of Roslyn, with 
their necks bent down as if in shame. When they came to the palace, 
they were turned into an enclosed yard and kept there as captives 
until the next morning. After her breakfast, St. Wereburga went out 
to them and, telling them not to dare return to the grain fields, said 
they might fly away. 

In the meantime another servant had stolen one of the geese. The 
ones in the pen flew up into the air at St. Wereburga’s bidding, but 
it seemed they took count of their numbers, for, instead of departing, 
they kept flying around the princess’s castle, making a great noise 
as if they were complaining of their stolen companion. The sky was 
covered with them, they were so many, and it really seemed they were 
crying out angrily because one was missing. Anyway that is what the 
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servant who had stolen the goose thought. He felt sure they were 
saying, “Why, kind lady, have you kept one of us prisoner, when you 
have given permission for us to go away?” 

The geese, of course, didn’t use any words at all, but a guilty 
conscience speaks louder than words. St. Wereburga went out of doors, 
and after listening to the geese, seemed to understand what was the 
trouble. She called her servants and demanded to know who had taken 
one of the geese. The guilty one confessed and brought the goose to 
the saint, who at once set it free so it might join its companions, saying 
as she did so: “Bless the Lord, ye birds of the air!” Whereupon the 
huge flock, honking loudly, flew away. And it is said that never after- 
wards did they return to any of the fields of that region. 


St. Wereberga later joined the Benedictine Order, and became one 
of its greatest saints. Her feastday comes on February 3. Pray to her 
for the grace to be kind and charitable, and especially to be kind to 
dumb animals, who are all God’s creatures and are given to us by Him 
to help us and serve us. 


St. Valentine 


ONG ago there lived a holy priest named Valentine. He was noted 
all around for his kindness. He used to take care of the sick, 
comfort the sorrowing, and give help to all in need. He loved the poor 
children dearly, and when they came to him for food and clothing, they 
were never turned away. When Valentine had grown too old to go 
around and visit his people, he became quite sad, but then he remem- 
bered that he could send them loving messages. After a while the people 
began to expect these kind words whenever any joy or sorrow entered 
their home. Many a little child who was sick would say to its mother, 
“I think our good Father Valentine will send me a little letter today.” 
After a time no more letters came, and all the people knew that 
Valentine was dead. Because he was so good and holy, people began 
to call him St. Valentine, and to send kind messages to one another 
as he had done. These messages began to be called “valentines,” and 
from this custom grew the practice of sending valentines on the feast 
of this saint, February 14. 


Practice: This month you should try to do everything from a 
motive of love of Jesus. In this way you will give Him your heart, 
which is the valentine that He wants above every other. If you like, 
you can also make a valentine in the form of a heart and put in it 
different spiritual offerings, as a spiritual bouquet in honor of His 
Sacred Heart. 


Aspiration: All for Thee, O Heart of Jesus! 
Sweet Heart of Jesus, be my love! 
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Plea in Behalf of Starving War-Sufferers 
in Europe 


SV a SIZ Z 


ON 


CUTE suffering is the daily lot of whole populations in many war- 
torn lands. Every report indicates that unless heroic measures 
are taken at once, MILLIONS WILL DIE FROM STARVATION 

AND EXPOSURE during the winter. The feeding and clothing and 
sheltering of these suffering people is not a work which can be left 
to some future convenient date. Our country, because of our greater 
resources, must do the major part of this work of relief. . . 

“Ours is a grave responsibility. The heart and hand of America 
are called upon in a way that is unique, not only in the history of our 
country, but even in the annals of mankind. . . On bended knees let 
us ask God in His blessed Providence to help us to be a vigorous cham- 
pion of democratic freedom and the generous friend of the needy and 
oppressed throughout the world.” 

This earnest plea bears the weight of the authority of all the 
Bishops of the United States, speaking through their representatives 
at their recent annual conference in Washington, D.C. That the situa- 
tion in Europe is grave beyond all expression is a fact daily becoming 
more evident, not only from the reports of those acquainted with con- 
ditions, but also from the many heartrending appeals which are pour- 
ing into this country from war-sufferers as their only hope of salvation. 
During the past months, appeals have come to us from Italy, France, 
Belgium, Holland, the Philippines and indirectly also from Germany 
and Austria. The plight of many religious in these countries is destitute 
in the extreme, and their sufferings are beyond all power of imagina- 
tion; yet one of their greatest sufferings is the fact that they are help- 
less to assist others who appeal to them in their extreme misery. 

An alms sent for the relief of these innocent sufferers would be 
an act not only of mercy but of justice as well, for surely it is our 
sacred duty to assist our brothers and sisters in Christ who are suffering 
such acute distress. Our Lord has said, ‘“‘Whatever you do to the least 
of these, My brethren, you do it to Me.” For His sake, then, and in 
His Name, let us come to the rescue of His suffering members. Offer- 
ings sent to the address below, marked “For European War-Sufferers,”’ 
will be devoted to the relief of these sufferers. 


Address: Benedictine Convent of Perpetual Adoration, Clyde, Missouri 
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Thy Kingdom Come! 
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} 3} HRIST said to Pilate: “If My Kingdom 
@ were of this world, My followers would 

@ have fought that | might not be de- 
livered up..." It follows from this that since 
Christ's Kingdom is of the world of the spirit, 


His followers must fight to preserve and extend 





that Kingdom through spiritual means. One of 


the most effective of these means is the spread 





of literature which fosters the spiritual life, as 


the good mother who wrote us the following Christ. Our King 


letter well understood: — 


a 


In order to spread good reading during Catholic Press Month, 
1 would like to send out ten copies of the February number of 
Tabernacle and Purgatory to ten friends whom I shall list. I have 
resolved to send $1.00 each month so these ten people can receive 
a copy each month for ten months, or could you make it twelve 
months? The February number was very helpful to me as a 
Christian mother of four small children, and I am anxious to have 
other mothers know this lovely magazine which has helped me 
so much to know and love God and His Blessed Mother. Later 
in the month I will send $1.00 to purchase some pamphlets to 
distribute. Something must be done to offset the tide of ungodly 
literature which is flooding the country, and I want to do my bit. 
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